Wills and Estates – Interview Guide
Who LSLAP can help:
LSLAP can help client prepare a will if the estate is small (under or around $25,000). The goal is to get instructions from client and prepare a will that reflect the client’s intention. 
How LSLAP can help:
If the client is not a testator but is in someway related to the deceased (e.g. a child of the deceased), LSLAP typically write letters to parties (e.g. banks, employers of the deceased) that are holding the estate. The goal is to get the other parties release the estate without requiring Letters Probate or Letter of Administration. 
NOTE: When the estate is large, clients should be referred to a lawyer 

If the client is a testator:
· Determine the nature of the estate:
· If the estate is large OR involves real estate, client should be referred to a lawyer. 

· If the estate is small, e.g. under or around $25,000, determine what the estate consists of. (E.g. a bank account of $8,000 and a car worth $3,000.) 

· Determine the competency of the client. 

· If the client comes with someone else, meet the client alone. 

· Ask questions such as “do you understand what it means to make a will” or “can you recall what kind of property you have” to determine the client’s competency 

· Take instructions from client. 

· Questions to ask can be found in the Wills Instructions Sheet (available online in the Forms and Articles section)
If the client is not a testator but in someway related to the deceased, (e.g. a relative of the deceased, the employer of the deceased, etc.):
· Find out the relation between client and the deceased.
·  (e.g. Is client a spouse or child of the deceased?)

· Determine whether the property at issue is part of the estate. 
· (e.g. A joint-account is not part of the estate.)

· Determine the nature of the estate. 

· If the estate is large, client should be referred to a lawyer. 

· If the estate is small, e.g. under or around $25,000, determine what the estate consists of. (E.g. a bank account of $8,000 and an old car worth $3,000) 

· Find out if there is a will. If so, find out who the executor is. 

· Find out if another party (e.g. bank, employer) is holding the estate. If so, get the information of the other party (address and a contact person). 

