Code of Professional Conduct for British Columbia
Excerpts for Student Clinicians
2.1 Canons of Legal Ethics
2.1‐1 To the state

(a) A lawyer owes a duty to the state, to maintain its integrity and its law. A lawyer should not
aid, counsel or assist any person to act in any way contrary to the law.

…
2.1‐2 To courts and tribunals

(a) A lawyer’s conduct should at all times be characterized by candour and fairness. The
lawyer should maintain toward a court or tribunal a courteous and respectful attitude and insist
on similar conduct on the part of clients, at the same time discharging professional duties to
clients resolutely and with self-respecting independence.
…
(c) A lawyer should not attempt to deceive a court or tribunal by offering false evidence or by
misstating facts or law and should not, either in argument to the judge or in address to the jury,
assert a personal belief in an accused’s guilt or innocence, in the justice or merits of the client’s
cause or in the evidence tendered before the court.
(d) A lawyer should never seek privately to influence a court or tribunal, directly or indirectly,
in the lawyer’s or a client’s favour, nor should the lawyer attempt to curry favour with juries by
fawning, flattery or pretended solicitude for their personal comfort.

…
2.1‐3 To the client

(a) A lawyer should obtain sufficient knowledge of the relevant facts and give adequate
consideration to the applicable law before advising a client, and give an open and undisguised
opinion of the merits and probable results of the client’s cause.
…
(b) A lawyer must not act where there is a conflict of interests between the lawyer and a client
or between clients.

(c) Whenever the dispute will admit of fair settlement the client should be advised to avoid or
to end the litigation.
(d) A lawyer should treat adverse witnesses, litigants and counsel with fairness and courtesy,
refraining from all offensive personalities.
…
(e) A lawyer should endeavour by all fair and honourable means to obtain for a client the
benefit of any and every remedy and defence that is authorized by law. The lawyer must,
however, steadfastly bear in mind that this great trust is to be performed within and not without
the bounds of the law.
…
(f) It is a lawyer’s right to undertake the defence of a person accused of crime, regardless of
the lawyer’s own personal opinion as to the guilt of the accused.

2.1‐4 To other lawyers

(a) A lawyer’s conduct toward other lawyers should be characterized by courtesy and good
faith.
…
(c) A lawyer should avoid all sharp practice and should take no paltry advantage when an
opponent has made a slip or overlooked some technical matter. A lawyer should accede to
reasonable requests that do not prejudice the rights of the client or the interests of justice.
3.1 Competence
3.1‐2 A lawyer must perform all legal services undertaken on a client’s behalf to the standard of a
competent lawyer.

3.2 Quality of service
3.2‐1 A lawyer has a duty to provide courteous, thorough and prompt service to clients. The quality of
service required of a lawyer is service that is competent, timely, conscientious, diligent, efficient and
civil.

Inducement for withdrawal of criminal or regulatory proceedings

3.2-5 A lawyer must not, in an attempt to gain a benefit for a client, threaten, or advise a client
to threaten:
(a)

to initiate or proceed with a criminal or quasi-criminal charge; or

(b)

to make a complaint to a regulatory authority.

Dishonesty, fraud by client
3.2‐7 A lawyer must not engage in any activity that the lawyer knows or ought to know assists in or
encourages any dishonesty, crime or fraud.
Confidential information

3.3-1 A lawyer at all times must hold in strict confidence all information concerning the
business and affairs of a client acquired in the course of the professional relationship and must
not divulge any such information unless:
(a)

expressly or impliedly authorized by the client;

(b)

required by law or a court to do so;

(c)

required to deliver the information to the Law Society, or

(d)

otherwise permitted by this rule.

Duty to avoid conflicts of interest

3.4-1 A lawyer must not act or continue to act for a client where there is a conflict of interest,
except as permitted under this Code.

Entire Code can be found at:
http://www.lawsociety.bc.ca/page.cfm?cid=2642&t=Code‐of‐Professional‐
Conduct‐for‐BC

